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NSF Engineering Research Centers program and its Enlightenments for Chinese
Industry-University-Research Collaboration and Innovation
Centers Funded by Government

He Jie, Li Xiaogiang, Zhou Hui
(Office of Scientific Research, Peking University ., Beijing,100871,China)

Abstract; This paper analyzes the operation process and patterns of the NSF Engineering Research Centers (ERC) pro-
gram. On the basis of the analysis, the paper points out the following suggestions for Chinese industry-university-research
collaboration and innovation centers funded by government: government should clarifying its role as bridge but not investi-
gator; the government’s funding period should following the development period of collaboration and innovation centers; u-
niversities and research institutes should joined the centers more actively; education, scientific research, technology trans-
fer is the same important factor in center.
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